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attacker is within their midst, we must 
halt the flow of any refugees into the 
United States from Syria. 

Mr. Speaker, in light of these at-
tacks, now is not the time to open our 
borders to refugees from countries who 
wish to do our citizens harm. Congress 
stands ready to legislate or use the 
power of the purse should this adminis-
tration refuse to change course on this 
misguided policy. 

f 

HONORING RETIRED U.S. ARMY 
MASTER SERGEANT JACK C. 
HARLAN, JR. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. LAHOOD) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor retired U.S. Army Mas-
ter Sergeant Jack C. Harlan, who re-
ceived the Military Order of the Purple 
Heart on Veterans Day last week in Pe-
oria, Illinois. 

I was privileged to pin the medal on 
the lapel of Master Sergeant Harlan’s 
dress blues in front of hundreds of spec-
tators and veterans gathered at 
Peoria’s World War I and World War II 
memorial. 

The veterans event, held annually to 
honor our servicemen and -women, this 
year brought a special opportunity to 
witness Master Sergeant Harlan re-
ceive his distinguished medal. It had 
been approved recently by John 
McHugh, our Secretary of the Army. 

Master Sergeant Harlan has 18 years 
of service to our Nation, carrying out 
tours in Afghanistan and Iraq. While 
on deployment for Operation Iraqi 
Freedom in 2007, a vehicle carrying 
Master Sergeant Harlan and a small 
transition team on combat control was 
suddenly struck by an IED. 
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Harlan was knocked unconscious 
from the blast and suffered concussive 
injuries from the attack. 

Mr. Speaker, Master Sergeant Jack 
Harlan is a son of central Illinois and 
has served our country with valor. He 
has since been honorably discharged 
from the United States Army and has 
returned home to help serve his fellow 
veterans. We honor him with this Pur-
ple Heart. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND HON-
ORING THE MEMORY OF GUN-
NERY SERGEANT HENRY ‘‘HANK’’ 
GREEN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. JOLLY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the life and honor the 
memory of Gunnery Sergeant Henry 
‘‘Hank’’ Green. Hank passed away on 
November 5 at the age of 95. 

Mr. Speaker, Hank was one of the 
first marines to land on Guadalcanal as 
a member of the First Marine Raider 
Battalion known as Edson’s Raiders. 
He was recognized for his bravery dur-

ing the battle known as Bloody Ridge 
in September 1942 when he took over a 
machine gun where his closest friend 
had lost his life. Hank then laid siege 
throughout the night firing at, in his 
words, ‘‘anything that moved.’’ 

During this heroic post, Mr. Speaker, 
Hank was wounded three times, and he 
was eventually awarded the Purple 
Heart. 

Hank would go on to see combat in 
three more locations near the Solomon 
Islands before being discharged as a 
gunnery sergeant in 1946. 

Upon his return home from war, 
Hank worked with his father-in-law at 
H&H Auto Parts in Canton, Ohio, 
where he grew the business into two 
very successful locations. In 2002, Hank 
retired to Florida, first moving to Fort 
Myers and then making his final home 
in St. Petersburg. 

Mr. Speaker, Hank was a well-known 
and well-respected man who had an in-
fectious love of baseball. He served his 
country with distinction, made a last-
ing impact on his community, and will 
be sorely missed by the lives he 
touched. 

May God bless Hank, his family, and 
friends. And may God bless the country 
Hank so proudly fought for: the United 
States of America. 

f 

FAIRNESS TO VETERANS FOR IN-
FRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT 
ACT OF 2015 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my strong opposition 
to H.R. 1694, which was debated by this 
House under the suspension of the rules 
yesterday. 

H.R. 1694 purports to be about fair-
ness to veterans. Well, Mr. Speaker, 
there is nothing fair about pitting vet-
erans against women- and minority- 
owned businesses for an already mea-
ger goal of 10 percent of Federal high-
way and transit construction con-
tracts. 

If the sponsor of H.R. 1694 really 
wanted to create a new veterans pref-
erence system at the Department of 
Transportation, he would have worked 
with Mr. CUMMINGS and Ms. NORTON 
when offered the opportunity to do so 
over a year ago. If my colleague really 
wanted to create a new veterans pref-
erence system, he would have cospon-
sored legislation to establish a specific 
and separate contracting goal for vet-
eran-owned small businesses through 
the creation of a veteran-owned busi-
ness enterprise program. 

The gentleman from Pennsylvania 
has done neither. Instead, he chose to 
put forth legislation that threatens to 
inflict irreparable harm on the entire 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
program by opening it up to additional 
legal challenges and undermining its 
core purpose. The DBE program was 
created by Congress to combat dis-

crimination against minority- and 
women-owned small businesses. It is 
and must remain narrowly tailored to 
serve a compelling governmental inter-
est in order to withstand the Supreme 
Court’s test of strict scrutiny. 

While I support the sponsor’s stated 
goal of helping veterans and, more spe-
cifically, helping veteran-owned busi-
nesses compete for Federal highway 
and transit construction contracts, I 
reject the notion that the best way to 
do so is by undermining the Disadvan-
taged Business Enterprise program. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not a zero-sum 
game. We do not need to pit these two 
constituencies—both of whom continue 
to suffer through disproportionately 
high unemployment rates—against 
each other. We can and should help 
both veteran and disadvantaged busi-
nesses succeed. 

That is why I joined Representatives 
CUMMINGS, NORTON, BROWN, and BUSTOS 
in sponsoring H.R. 3997, legislation 
that would create a new veteran-owned 
business enterprise program at the De-
partment of Transportation that is 
wholly separate and apart from the ex-
isting DBE program. It is the better 
and more direct way of helping vet-
eran-owned businesses compete for De-
partment of Transportation contracts, 
and it does so without harming the 
Disadvantaged Business Enterprise 
program. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘no’’ on H.R. 1694. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 50 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Compassionate God, we give You 
thanks for giving us another day. 

As the Members of the people’s House 
regather, we ask that they be endowed 
by Your spirit with wisdom and pur-
pose to address the issues facing our 
Nation. There is great disagreement 
about what we are called to in these 
days, when perhaps the greatest need is 
a sense of unified focus. Help them to 
leave behind rancorous accusation so 
that the dangers that threaten us all 
can be responsibly addressed together. 

We ask Your blessing upon the people 
of France, Lebanon, Nigeria, and so 
many other nations coping with the 
horrific aftermath of terrorist attacks 
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within their borders. Protect those who 
work furiously to meet the needs of 
those most impacted by these events, 
and bless those who mourn the loss of 
loved ones. 

And finally, as all such serious mat-
ters press upon us, engender in us 
thankful hearts for the blessings we 
have enjoyed and which we possess 
today. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Indiana (Mrs. BROOKS) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

STOP THE FLOW OF SYRIAN 
REFUGEES 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, President Obama needs to 
stop immediately any flow of Syrian 
refugees into America. Top law en-
forcement officials have made it clear: 
We don’t know who these people are, 
and we don’t have the capability to vet 
them. With last Friday’s ISIS attacks 
in Paris that did include a Syrian ref-
ugee, this halt is imperative. 

We cannot allow terrorism to slip 
through the cracks. That is why I am a 
cosponsor of H.R. 3314, a bill to stop the 
admission of refugees into the United 
States. We must do all we can to pro-
tect our homeland. Stopping these peo-
ple from coming here is the right and 
commonsense thing to do. 

Mr. Speaker, the President has a 
duty to protect America. If he doesn’t 
stop risking our security, then we in 
Congress must make him stop. 

f 

CONDOLENCES TO FRANCE 

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise this morning to express my condo-
lences and support to our allies in 
France after last week’s attacks on ci-
vilians in Paris, an act that is undeni-
ably the work of cowards. 

Our hearts go out to the victims and 
their families, but there is comfort in 
the knowledge that France will re-
bound, and we will continue to stand 
by their side. They are resilient. No act 
of terror can shake the resolve of the 
French people to live free, and nothing 
and no one will intimidate France from 
living prosperously. 

I want the people of France to know 
the American people and this Congress 
stand in solidarity with you. I say this 
in full faith and confidence to the cow-
ards who plot against innocent civil-
ians and the principles of freedom. No 
act of terror will usurp the principles 
of liberty, equality, and brotherhood. 

In addition to France, innocent lives 
were lost in Beirut and Nigeria. We 
have terrorist violence and killing all 
over the world. As a member of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee and a proud 
American, I strongly believe we need to 
strengthen the international coalition 
in order to create a united front to 
combat terrorist forces that serve to 
undermine peace and democracy. 

f 

GLOBAL WAR ON TERRORISM 
STRIKES PARIS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I join with my colleague from 
Illinois. This is certainly a bipartisan 
issue. 

On Friday, the world watched in hor-
ror as Paris endured multiple mur-
derous attacks by Islamist radicals. My 
thoughts and prayers go out to the citi-
zens of France, the oldest ally of the 
American people. 

I know it is certain that the French 
values of liberty, equality, and frater-
nity will never weaken in the face of 
terror. President Francois Hollande 
yesterday reminded the world that 
France is a country of freedom. 

In the last month of the global war 
on terrorism, Daesh, or ISIL, has mur-
dered 244 on a Russian jetliner, 41 have 
been murdered in Beirut, Lebanon, and 
now 129 were murdered across Paris, 
with a direct threat to attack Wash-
ington and Rome. The President should 
change course to eliminate safe havens 
for Islamist radicals. 

Terrorists are trying to break our 
will with acts of cruel cowardice, but 
they are mistaken. We will fight to-
gether to protect our values and to pro-
tect American families. 

As co-chair of the French Caucus, 
and of French heritage, I especially ap-
preciate our friendship with the citi-
zens of France. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and may the President, by his actions, 
never forget September the 11th in the 

global war on terrorism. France is the 
latest direct target in the global war 
on terrorism. 

f 

RECOGNIZING RON BROWN 
(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to recognize Ron Brown 
of Walnut Creek, California. After 15 
years of service to Save Mount Diablo 
and over 40 years in the nonprofit sec-
tor, Ron has announced his retirement 
at the end of 2015. 

Under his leadership, Save Mount 
Diablo grew from a modest staff of 3 to 
its current staff of 18 people. It has par-
ticipated in land use advocacy, land 
purchase for inclusion in parks, and re-
lationship building with local govern-
ment and developers, all with the ob-
jective of preserving the ecosystem 
that supports the Mount Diablo region. 
This has resulted in $25 million raised 
to preserve thousands of acres of land. 

Ron now looks forward to dedicating 
his time to enjoying the land he has 
worked so hard to protect. He will soon 
spend many days fishing and camping 
with his grandchildren. 

Community members from across the 
East Bay will be gathering this week to 
recognize Ron and celebrate the con-
tributions he has made. 

Congratulations, Ron, on a remark-
able and impactful career that has 
positively changed the landscape of the 
East Bay. 

f 

AMERICAN EDUCATION WEEK 
(Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the 
94th annual American Education Week 
and give thanks to the teachers and 
staff who dedicate themselves to the 
success and advancement of our chil-
dren. 

Mr. Speaker, as the son and brother 
of a public schoolteacher, I am proud 
to cosponsor H. Res. 527, which sup-
ports the goals and ideals of American 
Education Week. 

For our public schoolteachers, what 
they do each and every day is more 
than just a job. It is a dedication to im-
prove the lives and nourish the minds 
of their students and to strengthen the 
communities in which they live and 
work. 

American Education Week is just one 
small way we can recognize the service 
of our public schoolteachers. Teachers 
are a part of the building blocks of a 
healthy republic. 

To our schoolteachers and staff, I 
rise today to say thank you for all you 
do day in and day out. 

f 

HONORING NOHEMI GONZALEZ 
(Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-

fornia asked and was given permission 
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